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Official Transcript ef the International 

Military Tribunal in the matter of the 

United States of America, the French 

Republic, the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland, and the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

against Hermann Wilhelm Goering et al, 

Defendants, sitting at Nurnberg, Germany, 

Lord Justice Lawrence presiding. 

MR. DODD: Мг, President, I would like to clear un the 
matter that I raised yesterday with respect to the notes of the conference 
between this Defendant and Hitler. I had the investigation made and I think 
these are the facts. apparently, Colonel Williams of our Staff, who interro- 
gated this Defendant late in October, was handed these notes by the Defendant, 
and somehow or other they never did reach our files and have been misplaced. 


So the Defendant was quite right in saying that he turned thom over, but I 


think in error in saying that he turned them over to mo, 


DR, SEYSS-INQUART —— Resumed 
DIRECT EXAMINATION — Continued 
BY IR. STEINBAUER: 

Q Yesterday wo reached one of the most important points in the 
indictment, the question of the evacuation of Jews from the Netherlands. 
Witness, what did you do when you learned of this removal of the Jews from 
the Netherlands? 

4 Yesterday I stated that I had people sont from the Netherlands 
to the camp Auschwitz, which was indicated to mo, in order to ascertain 
whether and what the possibilities of shelter thoro were. І reported the 
result of this inspection. I asked the Security Police or Heydrich whether 
it would not be possible for the evacuated Jews to remain in contact, by mail, 
with th» Netherlands. This concession was mado to mo. For about three 
quarters of a yoer or a year, such contact by mail was maintained; not only 
short post cards but long letters wore permitted. I don't know how the camp 
administration did this. Tho lottors were identified as authontic by the 
addressees. When the number of lettors dropped off lator — it novor stopped 
completely -- the Security Polico told me that the Jews in Auschwitz had 


only few acquaintances in the Netherlands, meaning other Jews, because most 


of them wore already in Auschwitz. a 
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Q Witness, did you not turn to Bormann, too? 


A Yesterday I stated that, after learning of Heydrich's order, 


I turned to Bormann to inquire of the Fuehrer whether Heydrich actually had 


such powers. Bormann confirmed this. I admit frankly that I had misgivings 
against the evacuation. 

Q Did you do anything to do away with these misgivings? 

A My misgivings were to the effect — and they increased in the 
course of the war — they were to the effect that the severity of the war 
would be an espacial burden on the Jews. If there was too little food in the 
Reich, the Jewish camps would receive little, and probably they would be 
strictly treated and comparatively slight cccasions would be taken advantage 
of to impose severe penalties. Of coursa I also thought of the unavoidable 
tearing apert of families, at least in part, in the case of labor commitment. 
That was tho reason why we resisted for three or four months. The decisive 
argument was the statement of the competent authorities, the Security Police, 
that in case of a landing attempt the Jews should not be in the immediate 


theater of war. 
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Please consider that tho most important and nost decisivo motive for mo 


always that the German people were in a life and death struggles Today 


things appear different in their actual effects. At that time, we micht have 
said, "The Jews will be kept together in some camp, even if under severe 
conditions, and after the end of the war they will find a settlement somowhere«" 
But these considerations hod to be put asid » for their presence in the battle 
arca could weaken tho German powor resistancee 
In the course of 1943 I spoke to Hitler. І called his attention to this 
in the Netherlands, In his own convincing way, he assured me at that 
the same time ho admitted that he. was thinking of a rerranent 
evacuation of the Jews if possible, fron all cf Eur pe with which Germany 
wanted to maintain friendly roloti nt. Ho wanted to sce to it that the Jews 
would be settled cn the eastern borer of tho C 


Ф ~ 


far as they could not emigrate to other parts of 


£v 


At the beginning of 19ll, I spoke to Himmler, I met hin occasi nally in 
Southern Bavaria, asked him about the Jews in the Netherlandse The fact 
eastern front was boing withčram meant that the camps would fall 
battle area in the course of time, or at least into the rear arcas, 


1 1 


e even more sericus thene Himmler 
approximately, "Der worry s they e my "ost workers," I cculd not 
imagine th^t on the ono h: th "US сара-10 of working were working, and on 
the other hand their relatives were destroyed I believe that in such a case 
one could only expect that a w would spring at a German and strangle hime 
these evacuations then in your capacity as 
acninistrati: іа you cooperate in them? 
propor to concern 
Reich Conmissioner, 
carry out the evacuation, 
to take steps if cxccsses occurred beyond unavoi 


report to me Boehtiko ha. a constant strucele with the so-calied Central 


again and again, but I am 


The Jews were gathored in tho "Yoster"org campe When tho first transport 


loft, I reccived a report that the trains were ovor-crowdod, I rononstrated 
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to the Commander of the Security Police and I asked him to soo that the 


transport was carried out in an orderly manner. The Netherlands Report states 


that in the beg inning the transports were made under bearable conditions; 
later, conditicns generally became worse. But such overcrowding of trains 
as occurred, as indicated in the report, did not come to my knovledge« 

It is true that the Security Police made it very difficult to have the 
execution of these measures controlled, At the suggestion of a fow Netherlands 
general secretaries, especially Gencral Secretarics van Damm and Froehlich, I 
effected an exception for a number of Jews. One wuld effect individual 
exceptions. The basic measure could not be changed. I believe that the number 
of exceptions is greate lan indicated in the Netherlands report, at least 
according to my reportse 

These Jews were, at the last, in tho Westerborg Carpe When tho invasion 
began, Himmler wanted to remove theme Then I objected, this was not done. 
Aftor the battle of Arnhem, they were removed to Theresienstadt as ho said, 
and I hope that they remained alive theree 

Q Did you release property on this occasirn? 

4 These Jews who were made exceptions retained their property. 

IR: To close this chapter, I would like to call tho attention 
of the Tribunal to Document 1726-PS, USA-195, in the docunent book of the 
Prosecution. This docume ums up the whole Jewish problem in tho Netherlands, 

with the Jewish problen. 

Under Nos3 you will find the General Cormissa for Security, the Higher SS 
and Police Leader He Rauter, General of Polices 

Under Noel, is tho Central Office for Jowish Emigration, Leeder aus dor 
Funto, under General Commissar, The report said, "Apparently an organizaticn 
for Jewish emigration; in reality, an organization to rob the Jows of their 


rights, to segregate them, or to deport theme" 
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This was tho most important port, whichvns directly wader Nimulor, ani 
not tho defondant, 
THE WITNESS: I should like to point out thet Rautor functioned as 
SS and Police Chief in this case, and not as Gorcr-) Comiissor for 
Sccuritye Tho measures wore carriod out by tho German $0lico, and not by 
the Netherlands ро1ісо, 
DR, STEINBAUER: Tho witness in с speech spoke about the "owish probl« 
at ono timo, submitted a part of 
» Which tontains nn historical stažonsnt, apparontlye Does 
the witness agroo that the historical statoment is 
accurate? 
ec the documont? 
(A document was handed to the witness) 
DR. STEINBAU.R: It is Apoondix 2, 
PRESIDENT: You 


soo, Dre Stoinboucr, 


E +4 
-h arit S 
По WIUNOSS 


facts is correct, with tho addition 
Commissar for Socuritye 


os in tho documoat which your 


forinstancce You have 


DR. 
THE PRESIDENT: Will you look 
Fobruary, 1941? Do 
DR, STEINBAUER: 
THE PRESIDENT: I askod tho witnoss, and ho said that 


accuratoe 


BY DR, STEINBAUER: 


O Witness, you will find undor Fobruary, 1941, а statomont 


of whicl 


I have tho English here, saying that Jows wore arrested and thon sont to 


Buchonwald ond Mauthausone 
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I discussed thc ease yostordnye That was a mossure on tho direct 
of Himnlor, which I learned of after it had beon carriod out, and 
nst which I protostod. To my knowlodgo, tho mass deportations to 
:imdhauson did not occur after tha 
Then what I understand tho defendant to sa y is that 
that document is accurate, with the exception of the two passages to which 
you roforrod under tho numbers 3 and 4, on tho last pogee Із that right? 
THE WITNESS: In my testimony yostorday, I confirmed tho orders 


contained in this document, but not oll the dotails of tho actual ovonts, 
STEINBAUER: 
1 on Pago 6 of tho individual agoncios is correct? 
ntation is fundamentally correct. 
also spoke of the burning of synagogues and of tho 
prevention of tho dos ying ynogoguos in the Hague 
THE PRESIDENT: Vo well, 1 C € Go one 
DRe STEINBAUER: I should like torofor to document T9, Page 
UeSeA, 708, hat is a speech which Seyss-Inquart made on tho Jewish 
The prosocution submitted this documonts; but I must add to that by reading 
ontence: "Tho only thing wo may talk about is tho creating of a 
tolorablo transitory condition by maintaining our stand that tho Jows aro 
ing every precaution customari ly obsorvod 
as rogords tho timo whon Gormeny will not be horo 
occupational forco to maintain otdor in public lifo, tho Dutch pooplo will 
have to decide for thomsolvos whothor they want b ondangor tho comradely 
union with the Gorman pooplo for the sake of tho Jows dx a" 
BY DR, STEINDAUER: 
Q Witness, I should liko to ask you about this spooch. Toro you 
of tho complete d inination and destruction of tho Jows? 
never thought of that, In this Spoooh І was not стоп thinking of 
evacuation. At that timo, I hold tho point of viow that the Yows should be 


confined in tho Nothata ds, was dono to cnomy alionse For tho roasons which 


are givon in the preceding part of this Speech, which the American 


prosocution submitted, that was still thc point of view, of troa ‘ting them 


as onomy alionse  Lnglishmon, for exemple, wore also tranpported to tho Reich, 
1419 
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I havo alroady pointod out that vicwpoint lator changed to measures agains t 
Jows which were custor ary in tho Reiche 

THE PRESIDENT: What is tho dato of tho spooch? 

THE VITNESS: This Speech is March, 1941, 

Thon, once moro I expressod my point of view on tho 20th of April, 1943, 
ond made tho sonwwhot imaginative suggestion that all belligerent powers should 
pool ono per cont of their funds to solvo the economic problom of tho Jows, 

I was of the opinion that tho Jews still oxistod; I never called tho Jows 
inforior, 
BY DR. STEINBAUER; 
Q I boliovo I can concludo this canpter and go on to -another chargo, 
violations of intornational, the chaptor on piundoringe 
Who confiscated raw materials and machinory in the Netherlands? 
Tho initiative for this, ond tho extent, originated with tho Reich 
“geneicse Tho oxocution was in part undor my agencies and part with thc 


Wehrmacht, tho armanont inspoctornto, also with tho police and the Waffon S8; 


and from tho beginning of 1944 it was transforrod esecntially to tho agency 


of the armanont minister, which was also my agency, nnd totho fiold cconomic 


commands of tho high comaand of the army. 4t that timo, control was oxtromoly 


difficult, 





TES A 


"hat was your attitude toward this problem? 

A I was of the opinion that the terms cf the "ague rules cf land war- 
fare were obsolete and could not be applied tc a modern war because the labor 
potentiality of the civilian population is at least as important as the war 
potentiality of the solciers at the fronte The limitation seemed, to me, to 
be according to circunstancesof the state of our от population, ‘his was 
doubtless, quite different in the various countries, I therefore endeavored 


to cbtain a statement from Keichsmarshal Šoerin: that the Lutch must live uncer 


the same ecnditions as the German people, and this promise was not completely 


kept, however. 
How was the confiscation carried out? By what authority? 
A Until 1943, the Dutch agencies carried cut cur assicnments. The 
echnical work was cone by many experts. І did not uncerstand anything about 
such matters, I took steps when com laints reached me. For example, I 
prevented the removal of the factory in Dortrecht, and а new electrical works 
in Leuvarien, 

Reichminister Speer issued an important orčer that only those 
machines coulc be taken back to the Reich from factories which delivered more 
than one-half of total prod uction to the Reich, for exam le гһі111рѕ in 
Einhoven. 


T 


ihe French rrcsecution charges that you favored the black market, 
What do you have to say abcut this? 

A "e were against the black market from the becinnince It was always 
a So-called "grey market" with us, I had prohibited food from current pro- 
duction being bought cn the black market, Every case was investizated by the 
competent authorities, a-reement with the Dutch authorities. It was a business 
which had been forbidden by me, The good were confiscated and turned over to 
the Dutch authorities. This measure was 100% for the benefit of the Dutch, 
what the German “eich wanted officially it got anyhow. 

І sce from the document that the turn-over in the Netherlands was 

the lcwest. The fizures are deceptive since prices on the black market were 


several times higher than those on the normal market. The actual amount of 


goodsis much lower, 
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In document 1321-/S, the charve is mace that you turned medical 
instruments over t. the SS, 

A That is true, Please judge that in connection with my general 
statements, The SS needed microscopes for its hospitals in general, which 
had been destroyed by bombings,. In the laboratories cf the University at 
Utrecht, there vere such microscopes which were not beinz usede І had the 
case investigated by my agency, and what seemed dispensable I confiscatec. 

ln this connection, I refer to a ease whieh was much more important 
for the Dutche The Reich wanted to elcse the Institute at teyden, which is one 
of the most famous research institutes in the world. I believe the Poviets and 
americans have one especially for atomic experiments, I prevented closin. this 
organization whihe would have meant an irreparable less for the Netherlands, 
Ex, eriments were carried out by rrofessor Eisenberz in Leyden, 

Document 1988-is, RF-130, charges that you had the rolling mill in 
Lymmuiden removed, 

This firm was built up by a German firm after Way 1911, The electe 
rical installaticns of this orranization were repeatedly destroyed by the 
English, not wshout the aid of the intellizence service cf the Dutch resistance 
movements In my opinion, there was justification in the Reichmarshall's order 


E 


that they be moved to the Reich. This was d no, “hy damaces were not paid, f 


TN. т S 3 1 1 3 1 
con t understand, I had ес an order that all such demands had to be fully 


paid, but ,erhsps the German concern rave back its share, 

The charze is further made that ycu turned cver important transport- 
ation means to the Reich, 

I could not dispose of the substance of the necessary transportation, 
That was the affair of the transport command of the Wehrmacht. Once I took 
part iu confisestin« 50,000 bicycles, but there were 1,000,000 bicycles in the 
Netherlands, his was for the mobilization of troops in the Netherlands propere 

another charve is that y had art objects removed from public 
collections. 

I did not like thisy but the famous art ohjects, especially pictures 
in the public museums of amsterdam, Mortizhaus and so forth were especially 
protected, but it is possible that loans to these museums belonzed to Jewish 
people who were taken to the Reich within the zeneral frame of confiscating 


Jewish property, 11422 
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There was one case. A Krueller foundation existed in th: Netherlands 
which was given to the Netherland States by will. ith my ai^, three pictures 
were taken to^the Reich from this foundation, for which I later concluded a 
contract for sale with the authcrities in charze of the foundation, I 
endeavored to replace these pieces for the museum. I procured a Van Gogh and 

and the head of the museum once told me that the new pictures suited 

the museum better than the old ones, 

The famous paintings of the Yutch were in an airraid shelter cn the 


Coast. When the Ccast was declared u fortification area, I induced the Dutch 


ree LE ш : v : 
authcrities to have a new cellar built as “astrich. he , ictures were 


there, always under Dutch administratione No German had anything to do with it. 
In the fall of 1944, Ur, Goebbels demanded that the pictures be ta -o the 
Reich. I refused this and had reliable guards placed in the c.ellar by a 
person from the Dutch sinistry with the necessary powers in order that they 
would not be turned over to the enemy troops. I was ccnvincec that the Dutch 
Government in England would see to it that these pictures would re.3in in the 


Netherlanise 
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Did you yourself accuire any picturcs? 

І did not buy any picturcs for mysolf in tho Nothorlanc", except for 
two or three sall pictures by contemporary artists. Аз Reichscommissar, I 
bought pictures by contemporary artists at exhibitions when I liked them ard 
when they seemed worth the price and were offered for s:le, 

I also bought old pictures and zave thoi to public institutions in thc 
Reich, especially to the Hunsthistorischos ilusoum in Vienna ond the Reich 
Governor's office in Vionna, They were all 

з І au informed. Included was a picture 
contestcd. Оп the other hand, I acquired an authentic Vaenoor for tho Dutch 
State by preventing the sale to the Reich. 

THE PRESIDENT: Dr, Steinbauer, there is no spocific charge against 
ofondant of having bought pictures. 
DR. STELNBAVUER: It was mentioned in tho Trial Brief. ay I continu 
Ve will conclude this qwe stion. 
THE PRESIDENT: (o do not want dotrils ^bout i It is sufficient i 


he told us that ho paid for the pictures, He поса not give us dotails about 


on to the next 
S TEINBAUER: 
I submit to you document RF 136. It describes the confiscation of 


proverty of tho Gucon of the Netherlands, 


To tell the full truth › І must add something to the previous questim 


Pictures and art objects from Jovish fortunes or fron cnemy fortunes, when thor 
was reason, were liquidated and sold in tho Roic! A very lively froe trade 
developed with the participation of tho Dutch art dealers, coubtloss supported 
by the free tiansfor of currency, 

Now I should like to go on to-tho question of the royal property. 


RF 136. What do you know about the ordor for the liquidation of property 
A iyself огдогоа this liquidation. In tho Nothorlonds, of coursc, 
thoro was an order to confiscate mony property as in 2il occupicd territorics, 


Thon wo come to the Nothorlonds, tho royal property was only placed under 


A. DA 


hbe cE 
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aditinistration, without any stops being taken ag^inst it, Aftor tho outbreak 


of tho campaign in tho East, in tho very first the Netherlanc 


orsonrlly on the radio, not only with a vary ogonistic attitude but 


and with serious porsoml 


Dutch citizen would have boen confi І therefore decid 


vil 


ase in tho samo way in ordcr to prevent further dovclopre: 


the conviction that I ould not mke an exception. 


I myself signed the ord 
what instructions did you give in the course of the liquidation? 
put tho licuidation into effect. 
I ordered the 
the exception of one house Also the sh s, the archives, evarythi 
historical or artistic 
the Netherlands State could take 
rything in its list that 
picce. In porticular, I had the historical inst 
Jocsdisch and Huistenborch turned over 


euo 


ewhere. 
Т do not think that the defendant need rake this 
tho point that some of the 
were turned ovuor 
DR. STLINBAUE Mej ask ono lof question? 


BY DR. 
know to what oxtont the property was actualiy licuidotca? 
It was reported to mo thet three, or 
at tost five, porcont of tho proparty was actually licuidatod. 
hat is enough, 
Tho proceeds were turned over to a fund for wor sufforors. 
Now I go to tho question cf tho confiscation of fcetorios 


11425 
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and raw materials. Who undertook this confiscation? 


A I may refer to my previous statement. In the late summer of 


1944 on, this was done primarily by the Feldwirtschaftkomumandos, the Field 


Economic Command. Thero are indivicucl documents available with notations 
referring then to ne, There were many unauthorized confiscs tions. 
cane from the Reich with trucks end began to take away Machinery. 
with the Wek 
that strict measures should be taken against these methods, 
I should like to refer to twc documents which 
I submitted but which I shell nct read in order to save timo These sre 
documents number 80 and 81, page 205 and 2: he first sentence is interest 
ing. It concerns Wehrmacht mutters carr: 0 the occupation forces, 
BY IR. STEITCBAUER! 
Q In documen; RF 187, wine: the charg 
emoval of furniture was clothing from Arnhem was carried out, 

A The chazge i ог he situation was as follows: The 
front was directly south of Arnhem. There wore three or four resistance 
linos built in Aruhem prope | [ivy had been completely evacuated. It 
was being shelled P in Arnhem were gradually being ruined in the 
course of the wintor, Fuehror ordered at that timo through Bormann thet 
textiles, Par ticularly German families 
should bo brouzh com the Netherland 

vure and the textiles in arnhem would 
probably have been that so gs would cither have been plundered or 
would } | Deen ru 9 weather or in a battle for em they might 
territory but at the front and the 
cocutive power lay with the Wehrneeht, I gave my approval shat in the 
circumstances shculd warrant, consumer articles and tcxtiles should be brought 
to the Ruhr, I ordered at the same tino that the items should bo taken for 
tho roplacement of damage. I boliove that Dr, Wimmer can confirm this. 
9, The chargo is made of blowing up safes. 
A I opposed this strongly. When such a caso was reported to mo, 
I, through my Gonoral Prosocutor, had ths order for arrest issucd. 
Q Now I go on to the next question. How about the blowing up 


of ports, docks, locks and mines in the Nethorlands? 
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A Such things were blown up at the time when the Netherlands became 
a theatre of war. as for port and dock installations or shipyards, the 
following was decisive: The port of Antwerp fell almost undamaged into the 
hands of the enemy. I believe that it was of decisive iiportanco for the 
further development of the offensive, Thereupon the competent military 
authorities in the Netherlends began a precautionary blowing up of such 
installations. I know only the fact, not the details. I refused to wate. 
the explosions, but my deputies intervenod with the Wehrmacht nasrcias, ріл 
I believe that in Rotterdam half of the instella‘icns were not blown up, 
This is shown by the Netherland's report. I l2 ucthing whatever to do with 

matter, aside from what I have jutt sei. 


When the English raac! 27. li-turgh, an order was issued to blow 

up mines as war-izportant installetions. I inquired of Reich Minister Speer, 
and he issued an order not to blow them up but only to cripplo them; that is, 
to interrupt operations for three or four months. The orders were issued to 
this effect, I hope that they were not violated, 

Q Here in this trial wo have heard of an order for "scorched cart", 
Was it in effect in tho Netherlenés also? 

A І received the "scorched earth" order from Bormann, Without 
military necessity, all technical installations were to be blown up. Thet 
meant, in effect, the destruction of Holland, that is, the Western Netherlands, 
If explosions were carried out in 14 or 16 places in Hollandm the country would 
disappear under the water in a few weeks. I did not carry out tho order at 
first. I established contact with Reich Minister Speer. I hada personal 
meeting with him on 1 april in Oldenburg. Speer told me that the same order 
had been given in the Reich, but that he was frustrating it, that he now had 
full authority in this matter, and that he agreed that the order should not be 


carried out in the Netherlands, It wes not carried out. 


Q Now, to another chapter. Floods did occur. Did you have any- 


thing to do with them? 
A I know the chapter, and in a certein connection I did have 


something to do with ite 
11,27 
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There wore prepared floodings by the Wehrmacht for defense purposes, 
and battle floodings, whichsuddonly became necessary in the course of 
battloe The prepared ones were carriod out in close contact with ny 
agency ond the Dutch agi At their intervention, about half of the 
area was spared and saved. Tho flooding was mostly with fresh waters 

о outer dikes wore spared. 

There were two battle floodings in Holland, at tho order of the 
Commander in Chief of Holland. Veoringor Secpolder was especially 
montionode At that time thore was great danger of an air landing, at the 

nd of the Dutch defer ronte I was not actually informed of the 
battle measures taken; the mandor had decided on it overnight, 

When, on the 30th of April, I talked to Goneral Pisonhowor!s Chiof 
of Staff, ho told us: What has been і far con bo justifiod in 

uflood any moro now, it is no longer justifiable," 
Аогі1 there were no more fldodingse 

a In this connoction I 
without r 
military character. 

Another charge which was made agains’ you, witness, is 
of the food supply for the Netherlands popuktion.s What mes 
take to maintain the food supply for thi 

A The food question in the Nothorlonds wa doubtless the most 
difficult question of the whole administration, a I 
Spoéial aspects of tho vaso was tho most di 1] h a tho 
occupiod torritorics, 

4cthorlaads thoro аго 270 people por square nilc, in Holland 
thoro aro moro than 600, to bo fode Tho food economy is highy cultiv- od, 
dopondont upon tho import of hundreds of thousands as of foddor, 
Since tho occupation and the blockado, tiat was all gonce Tho wholo food 
ecomomy had to bo chongod over to tho production of food for immedi oto 


lumen consunptione It vas cortainly 2 groat achiovonunt of Dutch 


agriculture thot this was successful, Hovovor, I may say thet my oxports 


aided very offoctivoly, ond we got a groat doal of support from tho Reiche 


1428 
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Food distribution in tho Nothorlands was carcfully rogulatod, morc so 
n any othor occupicd torritory, Tho most important thing for mo was 
to maintcin this food supply, although the leader, General Director Lauers, 
ond his entire apparatus, wore hostile to the Germans, Against tho will of 
the Reich Contral Office I reecived it, because otherwise I would not 
have boon able to boar tho responsibility for tho nourishment of tho pooples 


Q Did you also deliver food to the Reich? 


A The troops wanted to bo suppliod from the land, but tho grain was 
supplied from the Reich, and vogotablos were domandod in exchange, Tho 
Reich demanded more vegetables ond also tho dolivory of cattlo, conned meat, 
and a fow other things, Vogetables end meat would not have mado 

so much difference, but the logumos wore a little difficult. I om 
convincod that the Dutch food systom did as much as it could, 

Q ihat was Pho situation in tho foll of 1944? 

of the occupation period wo had a caloric valuo at first 
of 5,000, and thon of 2500 osloriose In 1944 had 1800 caloricse 
Experience today shows what that meant, 
In September of 1944 the Nothorlands became a theater of wor again e 

4t about tho timo that tho first British airborne divisions wore landed 
at Arnhom, on order of the Government in England a gencral strike of 
Dutch railroads began ar carricd out almost complotolye At tho 
same timo, those ships in internal wate isoppoarc It was not a strike, 
but it amounted to tho 

Through this situation, the dofonso possibilitics for the Gorman 


Wehrnecht were greatly ondongorode Thor Gorman Wehrmacht begon to confiscate 


in offect, interrupted all traffic, I established contact with 


said that if the railroad strike should stop it wuld not have 


to procced rigorously. I reported this to General Socrotary Hirschfeld and 
Gonorcl Director Louors, They achioved no results, and I had to consider 
how i could restore shippinge I disaussod it with tho “Ghrnacht, and I 

that I give thom two or throc wooks! timo in which tho: could 
secure their necessary shipping spaco, Of about two million tons available, 
thoy noodod 450,000 tons, Also, during this timo I would forbid all Ship 


traffic, because tho Wehrmacht was enfiscating nll ships onyhowe І pormittod 
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ic of small ships in Holland, 
THE PRESIDENT: How is c11 this rolevant to tho charges mado against 
the dofondant? 
DE. STEINBAUER: Tho llothorlands rport, Which tho prosocution mentioned, 
dofendant, as Reich Commissar, is 
the famine which bogan in Soptombor of 1944, until the 
spring of 1945, ond for the great mortality, especially of children, because, 


on the occasion the s ping a d Striko, he prohibitod tho 


import of food, That is ono of tho most serious Chargos made against hine 


1 


I hovo kod for witnesses on this Subjoct, ond perhaps I might cut it 
short now so that tho witnosso may speak about it, 
THE WITNESS: I mu t to bo allowed to comment on this mattore 


1 a Ys wh 3 CON he 
is.the charge which scens tho 


DR. STEINBAUER: 
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BY DR. KARL HAELSEL (Counsel for the S2): 
Did you belong to the SS? 
A І had an honorary position in the General SS. As such I was not 
a regular member of the General SS, but for ideological reasons and for 
purposes of information 2. was very much interested in the SS, 
Did you have any function in the SS, or did you just have a title? 
A De Juro, I h^d only the title. Іп а political connection, as 


far as the Netherlands was concerned, Itried to influence the Wafien SS, 


the Security Police and so on in a certain way, and in april of 1945 


I believe I cen -^y de facto that I was the first SS furhrer in the Nctherland 

Did you have the impression that the SS was a closed, unified 
organization, or wereth3re contradictions and divergences in the apanization 
itself? 

To outward appearance it was a matter of closed discipline. 
Internally there was а grcat differcnec between two factions, One wanted 

55 to be just a political traininr unit. Obergruppenfuchrer Eismcicr 
belonged to this school. The other fection wanted to make a state executive 
organ out of the 55, Heydrich belonged to this groupe «at first Himmler 
vacillated, but later he want completely to the camp of Heydriche 

The SS ideal' dieappearod, because Himnler misused it for 
executive powers. 

Can you determine that as to time? In what period did this 
thought dic out? | 

I believe tho beginnings were cvident in the year 1938. With 
gigantic stops, this startedat tho tire of thecastern campaign, 

Wasn't it from theycar 1939 onwards that the General SS mado little 
or no appearance, but rather the executive groups or the Waffen SS remained 
after that timc? 

[In any event, Himmler transferred the people from the General SS 
and put them into his executive organizationse The allgemeine SS, the 
General SS, did not exist for me, anyway, aftcr that time. 

De you mean that the SS man knew about the struggle for power in 
leadership, that he had anv knowledge of this at all, or did he expect any- 


thing of that kind at all? 
11435 
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І do not believe that the SS man knew this, but there were many 
"ncon"orbablo, who remained with their formation only 

ih was their 


ir interrogation that a decree of Heydrich!s caused 


a decree from Hitler to 


lecrec from Hitler to Heydriche 


3 Heydrich had told you that he 


г weeks later he sent me this 


vhat did the decroe say? 
It said thatthe final solution cf the Jewish que 


D 


over to him completely for all 
A It must have bsen at the time of the evacuation when they started. 
I believe that was in 
Wasn't it 191? n't seem right. 
Гегһарѕ he showcd me the decree later. I do not know the date 
the decrcce 
decree you said, was rather 
is that right? It wa 
the impression that in the occupied countries Heydrich 
isn't quite sure 
The most extreme 
ase was the e dawa youl” Le ezthesed in cainps, anc after the end of the 
war, would be 
st memo case would be that 


the Jews would be destroyed, anc that took place. 


It was the most extreme case which 1 thought of or contemplated 


tine. 
And according to the words of the decree, you could picture it? 


Yes, 
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Now, the question is s Was there the possibility that Heydrich could 


go beyond the decrece of Hitler and did so? Was the 


e the possibility th +t 


Hitler woul. not want the thines that Heydrich later on did? 
I cannot testify to thate 
te Did you tdlk with Hitlcor before 1943? 


THE PRESIDENT: I don't think tho witness can toll what the р 


was thet Heydrich would до, any botter than wo cane Но can't sive 


about that sort of thine. 


BY DR. HAiENSEL: 


Thon, before discuss these problems with Hitler? 


On occasion I was present when o problems. It 
was always along this no, to olimincte the Jews from the German territory 


and to send them 


But no destruction of the Jcws? 


Fendant 


ics in the Netherlands 


He couldn't da that І waulcn'!t have tolerated 


about that. m he heard about 


sent these men into thc R 


Referring to thc rogular worker transports to Gormany, in connection 


ith the recruitment carricd out bv Sauckel, were they cffoctod 


rmal 


conditions, or ccul you determino whother there were oxcosscs and abus 


Inecther it wes voluntary or compulsory labor, transport conditions 


мого always normal, tho samo favititics were usod by tho pooplo as were used 


by regular Dutch traffico. Thov were aco mpaniod by people from a certain 
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office. There were 2,600 who were arrested, but all tho othors woro taken 
into camps as designated by Snuckol« 

Qe Did Snuekol concern himsolf with the transporting o." Jows? 

at alle 
Jo you know what the workin- conditions мего for’ the vorkers who 

from Holland to Germany? 

I knew thom fundamentally. They were tho same сопс ns as applied 
to workers in the Roiche But difficultics arose irst of 1, the leaders 
of industry in the Reich assortod t: t the Yutch peoplo had t: m recruited 
under false pretenses to in degree, that is, thatthcy ci not comply 
with roguircmentse Secondly, these abor contracts had a corta'n duration 
and the industry lenders wanted to have the Dutch people romai:: in the Reich 
for a longer period, 

I saw to it that nothing was adod to these labor contracts 1hich would 
notbe observed in tho Reich, no matter what tho difficultics would >e on the 
part of tho Reich, 

DR. I have no furthcr questions. 

BY DR. LATERNSIR (Counsel for the General Staff and the OKW): 

put onc question to you roparding the floodines. 
hat did you, your office, or the imnander in Chicf of tho st undertnke in 
ordor to prevent the flooding of n11 of Holland? 

I am not quite clear as to tho questi ne There wer- two dangors. 

Ono was that of blowing up, and tho umping stations couldn't ^o any good here, 
but it was prevented. Tho socond danger was the lack of coal :a' the lack of 
oil. We tried, as long as possinle to bring coal to the pumpi ^ stations, and 
this coal was of utmost importance, especially to the lchrmacht, and we ree 
ccivod less and less conle We had our pumping stati-ns work ovc~^ime so there 
would be no morc flooding than necessarye 


Ne had a complotoly frictionless cooperation with the Dutch < *horities 


and the deputy of the Dutch Government in Enrland with whom I spoke later, to 


whom I sont my expert, said that fron the expert point of vicw our flooding 


measures were not objectionable. 
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pointe In answer to a question from your с.'+огпеу, 
you saic that you intorvoned against the destruction in the harbor 


Rottercame With whom did you intervene? What person? 
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A I didn't quite understand one word, and that was the word referring to 
the economic liaison, 
Q I said, that when you arrived in the Netherlands, you had the following 


directives to carry oute First, to maintain the Dutch independence, and secondly 


to establish an eco nomic liaison between Holland and German is that right? 
3 


A I would not put it that way exactly, but I was to see to it that a 
close economic relationship between Holland and Germany was to be brought about 
by economic progress in the long run, not to mention war necessities. 

Q Well, you did say that you did not come to Holland with the intention 
of giving Holland a preferred political decree to the Dutch people, is that 
right ? 

A Well, I would not put i lat way It was my intention to further 
National Socialist politics, not to decree it, but to foster and further ite 

Yes, I see. And was it also your intention not to introduce but to 
impose it? 

A No, for a political opinion, that you cannot force on any опе» 

Well, І am going to have shown to you a document, Noe 997-PS, This 
document has already been submitted by the Prosecution under Noe USA-708, and 
esterday by the Defense, Will you kindly turn to page 7 and 8 of the German 
text? It is page 7 of the French text, at the paragraph "Measurese Page 7 
of the French texte This document, as you will note, is a report which you 
yourself madee 
A Yes, you are righte 
state of things, it was necessary to do away, to eliminate 
the influence of Winkelmann, which was done in the following manner, The 
|cretaries were informed that they would only receive orders from the 
Reich Secretarye The position of General Secretaries was kept by the same 
who were obliged to consider that it was almost impossible to find Dutch 
people to replace them, and who would be willing totake over the administration. 
In the Parties of the Reich, there were hardly people qualified to do this, but 
it seemed necessary, fxm a political point of view, that a certain number of 
measures in the National Economic Measures be political measures as well, and 
that they be made known to the Dutch nation with the signature of the General 


Secretary of this country," 





YE iN 


Actually, on the basis of this document, it does seem that if you decided 
to keep the General Secrotarios, it is only because you needed them in order to 
impose and force certain measures upon the Dutch nation? Is that right? 

A Yes, but how are you connecting politics with this? This is a matter 
of administration, 

Q Not so far as I know, lt seems as if we see two questions hore, the 


economic question and the political question, 


A No, in the German text, the police and economic question == the police 


question is mentioned, not poiitical. And there is а difference, you know. 

Q In that case, I will reeread tho phrase and modify 1% to your answer. 

"But it seemed necessary, from a political point of view e o o" 

Is that "political" or "police" which vo see here? 

A Just a moment, please« Yos, that's correct. But you don't mean 
politics in a sense of party politics, but rather, in a treatment of the Dutch 
persons where they were to turn to National Socialism. 
complete inducement. 

Q Therefore, was that done in the interest of Dutch policy, or German 
policy? 

erman policy, that I admit without any hesitatior 
aske 


But the German polioy, at that time, was it not the policy of tho 


A The German policy was, at that time, the policy for the fight for 
existence of the German people, and this battle was led by the people of the 
National Socialist partye But we were not intcrested in the carrying through of 


the 25 points of a Party policy, but rather, the carrying through of our fight 
for existence and that, I think, is what is concerned here. 

Q Very well, but in your administration in the Netherlands, you were 
hélped by ) General Commi ssaires,vho were Wimmor in Administration, Fischbueck 
in Finance and Economy, Ravter for Public Security, and Schmidt for Special 
CaseSe The Gencral Commissaire for Pyblic Security , Rautcr, was directly 
subordinate to you, wasn't ho? 

A The l General Gommissairos were irmediately subordinate to moe Rauter, 


in so far a was the Gonoral Comzissaire for the Security systom, not in that 
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he was the chief of the German policoe 


Q You desired to lead, to direct and administer yoursolf, tho Netherlands, 


о 


and to do that, you sot up the two assemblies which existed there » and by 
the same decree, you limited and restricted the powers of tho State Counsellor 


to the jurisdictional ficlde 


A Тао not have this decree before me, but it may very well have been 


that waye 
Q You also took over the control of the finance, and 


о 


of tho Netherlands, and to do this, you issued a decree on 2) August 1940 which 
enablod you to appoint tho Prosident of the Dutch Bank, 


I do not recall the date exactly, but I had issued a decree to that 
3 


^ 
4% 
effect, yose 
Vory When you arrived inHolland, Mre Tripp was the President 


Dutch nd also Gencral Secretary for the Treasury? 
d J 


YoSe 


Very welle You had him replaced, and for what reason? 


A lr. Tripp, in the carrying through of the closing and currency limi- 


tations, did not want to cooporatoe I put it to him that he could re sign 


if he did not follow my measures or did not want to ccoperate with mo, 
And with whom did you replace him? 
von Tonningene 
How long did you know lir, Rost von Tonningen? 
him by name -- he s cemed to have 


I do not believe I knew hime I knew 


a capacity to have done the same function in Vienna for the League of Nations. 
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Q Since when did you know his neme? 
A Most probably from the period in which he assumed his office in Vienne 
but I do not know the exact date. 


Q You did not have any association with hin when he wos in Vienne with 


І boliovo that I had never soon him, 
tias not lir. Rost von Tonningon a member of tho Dutch National 
Socialist Party? 
4 Yes. 
Was it for this reason that you ap pointed hin? 
That was one of the reasons. 
Very well. 

A Not only the fact thet ho was a manber but, rather, thot ho 
represented our views. 

Q Will you kindly look again at the document which I had shown to you 
a fow moments ago, 997-PS, page 5 of the Gorman text and page 5 of the Franch 
text. This is what you say about hr. Rose van Tonningen: 

"Corresponds perfectly to oll the idcological requircnonts, odjustod to 
the Germanic idc» and to National Socialism, speaks very well ond ls cxtroic ly 
onorgotic. Но docs not find his strength in himself but necds tho support of 
other people." 

Ав far as I can sco, wo do not find in what you write hore that 
Tonningon had any particular c unlifications as for as finence 50905. 

A And as far as the other goitlonen were conc orned, I did not present 
their capacities but, rather, their political position. I did not say that 
iim. lessor was a woll know or ronownod engineer and so forth. I described 
only their political opinions and attitudes. 

Q Thank you. Therefore, you sct up in the Netherlands : 
government, 2 Gorman civil gover mont. 

My four general comissrs and I could be considered as those 


functionarics who had those functions which ordinarily ministors would have. 


Sono functions, however, had bocn dologotcd to tho gmeral connissors end 
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torics did not represcnt the minist or govarnrent, 
took over the govcornzont. 


the Genoral Socrotorics did represent the Dutch Governnent, did 


No, the General Sceretarics were the heads of som ninisctrics و‎ but 


they wore not what you could coll tho suprono dignitaries of the states. These 


" 


3 


Gentlemen were in England, 
ovartholoss, know that they had boon : 
Sovernient in order to cerry on the duties o? a government in tl 
governire nb? 
A what the intentions were thich the government w 
England had I do not know. acsunca that they rencined 


Awe duas m dini du РЕР Ў AVE SEE Ou qu DENS 
oration in vocnnic 21 wm i e COnDpiotc occupation 


occupying power must dotornino ius how tho governnent is to bo esrrica 


Q Pub cid you consicor со tne cres ) а L Len govi 


occupicd country was in conforui y wit! 
Lr, rrosidiont, І obje , question. 
Figa а А 5 suhi м} Ka -] A »lvod ht tha U- m] IPSE a 
Q44estion which should be resolved by the tiga Iribuna] 
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In that 


Do you cons tion of a civil Gorman govornrent in 


4 o 
f 


an occupiod country is in confori uty with international convention? 
A In the sense in which it took place in Holland, certainly. 

Q And why? 

A Because there was a coi plete occupation, Gorne any ho, 

the administration of this country, and, therefore, a responsible leader shir 
to be established in this country b; Germany. 

Q Very well. You, yeurself, by the way, created the General Scerctariat 


пого particularly, 2 socrotariat for Inf rra tion and Arts? 


We call it 2 Propaganda lünis stry. 
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Yes, that is ite 
Yes, I did that, 
And whom did you put at tre head of this Secretari. t? 

A I believe first Professor Kudewagen« He was a memb.r of the 
Dutch National Socialist Party, 

bi Was not the staff of the General Secretariat made up, for the 
most part, of members of this party? 

à І am convinced of that, but I did not know them person ‘ly, ine 
divicually. 

(o Do you also know that one of the officers, a member of the SS, 
was there as a counselor? 

The Dutch SS? 

No, no the German 55, 

That was a consultant, 

Yes, that is hee He was a consultant for national éducation and 
national development. 

A І did not quite follow you--that he was a consulta:t or adviser 
for what? 

d For national educations 

A Yes, but I did not know hime I ccnsider it possible, but I did 
not know him, I do not believe that he was there as an SS man in that capa- 
city, but I believe that he was there for some special reason, 

4 You ordered the dissolution of the municipal assemblies and of 
the provincial assemblies; why? 

A I can not say the dissolution of the administration. It was only 
certain representatives whom I eliminated, Not cnly did I keep the adminis- 
tration itself, but 1 increased their functions, 

~ You even eliminated all the mayors of the most important districts? 

å Yes, and I am convinced that that was completely justifiable on 
the authority of the occupying country. The Buergomaster of amsterdam did not 
prevent the general strike but, rather, he fostered it, 

m But was it the same reason that made you eliminate 711 themayors, 


or al least a certain number of them? 
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The mayors whem I eliminated were those who through an active, 
hostile demeanor, beca:e unbearable to mee On the whole, their political 
attitude was of couplete indifference to me. Up to the усаг 1915 І kept 
this gentleman whose name I cid not get as mayor, even though he was a very 
bitter enemy of National Socialism and a bitter. enemy of us Gdrmans. 


Very well, Through whom id you replace all these mayors? 


A I believe that up until the year 1943 at least the replacement 


took placo with the agreement of Mp, Fredericks, the General Secretary for 


the Interior, who wasput at my disposal by the Dutch authorities. There 
were National Socialists; there were those who were not National Socialists. 
For іпсіғп с>, the brother of the .:'.svincial Commissar of the Dutch people 
and determined enemy of Jational Socialism and of Germany, 
(^S mace mayor of 


But you are not exactly answering my I am asking you 


to tell me by whom you replaced all the mayors whom you eliminatede 


Yho--:/ho replaced them? Who replaced them? Were they 
of the NSE? 
art they were members of the NSB, and in part they were non- 


political пеп, and in part they were membe of political trends which were 


absolutely against National Socialism and against Germany. In time there 
were wore and more NSB people, for non-NSD people did not put themselves at 
our disposal any longer, and that was thezreatest success of the Dutch 
resistance movement--that they give us complete political resistanc¢ and 
they carried on work cf significance in this direction; 


You therefore pretend that it was the Dutch resistance movement 


a 


which led you to put a great number of NSB people in all important positions? 
No, that thought wouid be too daring for me. The Dutch resistance 
movement only induced the population not to work with the occupying power at 
all, so that outside of the NSB people there was no one who wanted to work 
with US» 


THE PRESIDENT: Would that be a convenient time to break off? 


(A recesswes taken until 1100 hours) 
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Tribunal reconvened nt 1400 hours, 11 Juno 


ARTUR SEYSS-INQUART --Rosumod 
CROSS EXAMINATION == Continuod 


BY M. DEBENZST: 


Qe  Dofondant, you installed, in the largor towns and in tho 


provinces of the low Gdiroctly subordi 


nated to you and to loro those agents 


not mombors of tho NSDAF 
Ae Will you ploaso toll mo what you monn by "agonts" ? I had 
Gorman roprcsontotivos „по provinces and in tho larger citics 


Do you mean the Gorman 
I meant to 
were Gorunns, and hat all wero 


mc 


NSDAP. I don't know for certain, but it is quite possiblo 


to refresh your memory, will you plon« 


so tako document 997=P§ vin ic] nusod to bo handod you this 


I refer to pago 9, in tho French or Gorman texte 
Me DEBENESTs I would liko to toll tho Tribunal that I 
gavo thom an incorrect rofsronco this n inge Tho document was 
submitted not under the numbor 


BY M. DEBZNEST: 


of pego 
delcgatcs ^ro working, with vory ossontial adminis trati- 


vo and independent powors, for tho provinces. The creation of 


these posts wes n target boonuso it vas, first of all, nocossary 


to oxamino tho situation. It has now boon admittod that it was 

^ question of ndministrativo officors than of mon who had 
had politic oxpericnec. Thorcaftor, Roichsloitor Bormann, on 
Hoss'ataff, was requested, ns were others, for mon, most of whom 
would como from tho Party, somo of whom wore nlroady on their 
way, who could bo installcd in their functions in tho provincos 


Ш 
with very short dolar e 1145] 
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Ae Yos. I find mysolf confirmed that they wore not all from 
the Party. 

Qe Vory voll, but I also notice that thoso mon wore specially 
soloctod, 

4e Yos, as politically oxporicncod mone That is, I did not 
wont any administrative burcoucrats, but mon who wore oxporioncod 


ublic political lifc, and not Party political life. 
Qe  Vory wolle On what basis did you organiso tho municipal 
councils ^nd tho rogional councils ? 
THE PRESDHiT: Me Dobeno t scon ho Tribunal 
I don't know whethor vo aro right hat it vould bo botter if 
you would pnuso aftor tho sontonco rather than ^ftor cach word. 


тоту Сг т 
DEBE VED ЫН Yes ЕЈ 


M 
ile 


WITNESS: 11111 you please toll me what you moon by 


municipal am provincial councils ? According to our concopt, by 


the тога “council” I understand a body, but I did not establish 
J 9 


individual mon to direct the cdministrae 


DEBENEST: 
In the communes, in tho Nothorlands 
councils, Whether, in the provinces, 
councils, thoro provincinl council 


you liko, "provincial council", 





Ny N 


Thank you. I understands The provincial and community represen- 


ll June 1946.4-DIR-13-1 Price 


tatives which existed previcusly I dissolved in 1941. Then in the regulations 
issued by me I provided for such councils but never actually ap; 

councils because the Netherlands population did not co perate and, as a 
result, these community councils would have been artificial bodies, This 
provision of my regulations did not go into«ffect. 

But upon what basis did this regulation establish this organization? 

May I ask to have the question repeated? 

On what basis dic this regulation lay down this reorgm ization? 

I can nct recall any certain basis. I assume that it was establishec 
by law, if it was provided for at ail. 

Very well, I Will put the qicstion in a different manner апа per- 
haps you will te able tc answer ite Did you introduce, by means of your 
regulations, tho Fuechrer principle? 

led it the "one man responsibility", and I om of the 
opinion that in these times a "опе man responsibility" is always the corroct 


thinge 


that was, in fact, tho system which was equally applied in Germany? 


That is truc, Perhaps it wasnot exactly the same, but uncer the 
circumstances, I consider that correct. I repeat what I said yesterdays: We 
were nistakene Te committed the error of considering the order of the occupa- 
tional forces better than that found in the occupied territory. 

Well, the introduction of this principle had a particular signifi- 
cance, did it not? 

A I certainly thought it did; especially in these territorial dis- 
tricts I had to have a man who was responsible fo ne for theadministration 
and not an anonymous majority of a representative body. 

P I am causing to be handed to you F 861, which I submit uncer RF 
152l, the last Paragraph. You will sec the importance which was attached 
to that in theReich, It is a note of the Minister of the Intcrior, cated the 
6th of September, 191. It reads as follows: "Particular importance must be 
accorded to the security regulations by the introduction of the Fuehrer 


Principle in themunicipal government of the Netherlands," 
11453 
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Ministry of the Interior was interested in this, I 
Should only like to point out that tho “eichsminister of the Interior 
exerted no influence and, in the second place, these larger powers, in 
year 19l1, were given at least eighty per cent to mayors who belonged 
the democratic party and were therefore my political oppone 
MR. PRESIDENT: Me Debenest, haven't you established, by the quese 
tions that you huge put to this defendant, that he did alter, to a consider- 
able extent, the form of government in the Netherlands, and that he intro- 
duced a different form of governmente Isn't that all that you really re- 


aA 


quire for the argument which, oubt, you intend to 


details of it don't very much matter, С 
Me DEBENEST: Mre Presicent, I Simply wish to demonstrate that, 
contrary to what thodefencant 5217, he had sought to impose the National 


Socialist system upon the people of the Netherlands. 


THE FRESIDENT: Yell, to a large extent, I think he had admitted 


tha be He said just now thet ho introduced what he called "one man re Spone 


sibility", which is another phrase for tho Fuehrer principle, and that he 
nad dissolved various œ ganizations of the Netherlancs government. All I 
am Suggesting to you is thot, having got those general admissions, it isn't 
necessary to go into details about theexact amount that the government of 
the Netherlands was interfered with or the exact way in which it was replaced, 
Isn't it really all stated in a cocument drawn up by the defendant, namely, 
the document you have been putting, 997 FS? 
ss, lire President, but not entirely. 
Well, the only question is whether the details are 

really very important for theTrihunsle 

Me DEDENEST I thought that those details might have a certain 
importance, since the governors of the Reich itself attached importance to 
it, and that, in fact, the whole vas part of a plan which had been definitely 
laid cowne 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, the Tribunal is inclined to think that you 
have got all that is necessary for th sargument which you are indicating that 
you would presente If there are any particular details that you think impor- 
t ant to us, no doubt you can bring them cut, 


ite DEBZNEST: „uite so, lire Presidents 
11454 £ 
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BY М, DEDENZEST: 
To what end had you centralized tho police systom? 
May I ask to have the question repeated? 
For what purpose had you centralized the police into a police 
directorate? 

A I will repeat my testimony of yesterday. The Netherlands police 
was uncer three or four different agenciese The Ministry of the Interior, 
the Justice Ministry, I believe the army Ministry, and so forthe In the 
interest cf a coordinted police administration, I thought it necessary to 
coordinate these varicus police bodies into one ane to place it under the 
Justice Ministry. 

Did you not put at the head of these poiice, as Director General, 
a Nati nal Socialist? 
YcSe 
5 In short, the ond that you hac in view, was it not to place tho 


Netherlands in the power of the NSDAF and, thereafter, tho NSDAP would 


| 
P 


adapt the internal organization of Netherlands to that of the Reich? In 


other worcs, to do something similar to what you had done in austriia,? 


The translation did not come through completely. 


I repeat. Ths end which you had in view in the Netherlands, was it 


not to pleee the administration of that country in the hands of the NSDAP and, 
therefore, the NSNAP would adapt the internal orgmization of the Netherlands 
in conformity with that of the Reich? 

І co not believe that one can say thate In particular, the policy 
of the NSD was not that of the NSDAP. The NSB was different in many rose 
pectse In the second place, if I hac wanted to do tht, І woulc hafe been 
able to make Mr, Messer prime minister; that would have been simpler. The 
Simple explanation is that I used the example of the Reicch in order to set 
up an administration in the Netherlands, at least in part, which made pos- 
sible my task of keeping order and guarcing security. Yesterday I asserted 
only that I forced no Dutch citizen to become a National Socialist. I cid 
not deny thet a certain coordination was undertaken, from the mistakes which 


І have repeatedly ačmittede 7 
Anr 
11455 





ITI T 


ll Juno-A-JF -l14-l1-Publoy 


Did you usc tho NSB as an a ministrative orgrnization? 

Not exclusively, but I did it becouse in tho last enolysis I could 

on them, All others sobot.ged my orders. 

You told thesTribumal yestorday of the revocation of the magistrates 
of tho Court of Lcuwerden, Would you toll us the roal causes of thc cencola- 
tion of thcir appointmert, 

It wes not tho nagistrotes, but the Court of Appeals of Le arden. 

judgment, that those Dutch citizens who were 
г Dutch courts and sont to prison would be transferred to German 
concentration coups, mistreated, and executed; as a result, tho court илз no 


Допрос in a position to conden a Dutch citizon, 
this statement of the court was Wong, in my opinion, ond in uy opinion 
Dutch citizens were not sent from Netherlands prisons to Gormon concentration 
corps to be executed there 
In the meentine, I elesred up the situation at the gzostion of the 
1 judges, and through tho General Scerctory for Justice I had the cow 
in Louwardon requested to continuo ve ing sontonco. The court in Louwerden 
did not do so. Theroupon, I dismissed 
jell then, I om holding tho docuront "Vordict of 
of Leuwerden" and thors is no question of Dutch prisoner ing sent to 
coricontration camps or bcing tortured or othorwiso put to death All thet 
mentioned is that the magistrates of thet court de not wish to impose 
od people being sont to concentrat 
I shall hend you tho original of this docuront so th^t you eon check 
The docuuont has alre 24у been submitted under No, R931, 
I did not receive 2 German translation, 
It is in Dutch, 
І shall read tho judgront concorning the appeal: 
"Considering that tho Court wishes to tako into account the fact tha 
somo tine past various terms of imprisonment have been imposed by the Dutch 
judges upon the people contrary to tho intentions of the legislation, and the 


ponoltics of the judges have beon oxocutod in a nannor which aggravates tho x 
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to 


even to 


S 


1 Gormar 


M. DEBENEST. 


THE 


M. DEB 


And it. 


mr. 


TT 
THE 


in-thabt 


M 


pronounco 


Dut ch 
exccuted, 


T 
Im 


judgment before 


the judges 
would not bo 
question of t 


tho tribunal 


people being 


such 


7 PRESIDENT: Н: 


НЕ 


way? 
Hd es Н 


prisonors 


Pp 41 


^n oxtent thet it is impossible for the judge to forosoo 


ppose the penalty to be inflicted -- 


ij PRESIDENT: The translation isn 


1't coming throug! 


тү 


І am not gotting the translation, This œ cunt 


mo 


ti ^c 


onslotion. І bolicvo my defense counsel has it. 


I bcliovo so, too, 


ave you got a Gorman copy of it? 


tT Am 11 


ENEST: Hr, President, I have a Gorien сору 


PRESIDENT: (Why don't 


you put it to the defends 


DEBENEST: І would if I had it, but it cannot bo found ^t present. 
2 t 


PRÆSIDENT: hy not summarize the docuzcrb to the witness, do 


You can give thc offoct cf the judgment. 


TRENTS 


s: 
BEN By. ST 


Porheps it would be bettor, ir. President. 


no longe 


° preventiv ve detent ion, 


ou hear the question 


M mno; 
ا‎ iki 


iam Ж 
=... 


metior onm translation because I did not recall this 


here, and embur thet it stated thoro that th 


were coming to Germen concentration emps, wore being tortured 


doosn!t to soy bout thot in thc 


anything a 


e 
D 


us. is nothing about that in the judgzont, is thoro? 


lr. Prosidont, it is tho dofondrnt who said that. tha 
2 3 


wish to pronounce any such judgments in order that рсор1о 


sent 


to cenps to be exccuted or torturod. Thoro is no 


hat in tho judgment. The only thing thai mentioned is that 


did not want to inflico any penalty which would result in the 


concentration co 
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tnis j that is 


w l have the 


lerogatory to 


IMI 


the defendent or 


German text. It reads: 


to acknowledge the fact t! 


have impos 


end are 


aro the concairat 


circumst2ncec, unc prisoners 


SHOT TIMI 


TUF m. 
Vind JA L o 


4 р 
Lil 4 


Ск 
GO, 


I introduced the 


An 3 344 f"1 me ^ (X^ 
exerted inilucncc on 


orivete sch 


a maramo 
MU lous 


ols privatc. 


were 


АЁ: 


Cu na S8 


public education 
believe 50, 


Uilc.u snouiu not DO 


clorgyno:r 


teachers, willin 


blo to continuc to 


уса 


alking of teachers, did 


Dutch 


bion 


were sont from Dutch 


k s ^ „+ he 
Vision of the c 


criminals of the masculine 


tho logi 


camp 


is to 


priso 


in very expen 
urriculua schools, 
thc very 
Nothorlonds 


Unc 


RES 
there 


rvis Y 


vislon 


I orderod, 


sch 


o-thirds 


2,000 new, young teache 


"uso tic 


you not c: 
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be N^. I bclicvo you mean courses which were ziven in Avicor for those 
who volunteered for thome 

Чо No. Whit I mean is Moss teachers wh? were compelled to ро for the 
course in Germany before their appointment. 

ıe І do not rco^ll the ensee That might be who were t^ tench 
German in the Netherlands scho- In that casc, is possible that I 
demance? that they first spend a certain timo in Germany in order t^ ho 
employee 

s make the study of the German languare 

blipatory 

+e In the 7th and 8th Classes, which I introduced. But at the same 
time, I al ad instruction in the Dutch lanrusre increased, in order to 
prove tj did not war Coruenize tho Dutch, but only wanted to rive 
an opportunity to study the Germen lanzuare, 

te But they already had that opportunity. German was taucht simult: 
cously alone with Enslish and French. You imposed the teachine of the German 
languare at the expense of the other two foreirn lancuarese 

I spoke of the elementary schools in which th: introcucticn 


had not yet been made, It is possibility that in the sceondn 


17 
m 


instruction in German was increased nt tho expense of instructio: 


and Fronch, 


212 you not order the closin- 


the Leyden University. 
my instructions, Jewish nrofossors of thc faculty were dismi 
Cents of the Univorsity of Leyden went on strike for a long period of 

I thereupon closcd tho arse of studye І do not recall havinr closed 
any other universiticse The Catholic University in Neunegen and the Calvan- 
istic university in Amsterdam, as far as I can recall, closed of their own 
accorde 

ie Апа the hirh polytechnic school at Delhoft, ^id you not order thet 

ol osod? 


That was a temporary mor 
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low about the hich polytechnic school at Tilburg? 


do not remember thate 


possible that for 
continustion enčan; 


forces, or seemed to me to endanger the interest of the 


It is not neccessary to investirate this in 
me school without giving an adequate 
>n why, isn't that sufficient for you to čevelop your cr-ument? 


EBENES 


school, or rather in this university, ал удеп, you attemoted 
later on to turn it into a national 


If you consider the appointme 


shrmacht we hel 
students who had not ! ile to continue their studies 
"erstandable reasons It was considered at that time 
university students in the Wehrmacht to hold courses at Leyden, which would 
be a sort of continuation of their studies. 
I have here a document, F-808, which I submit unter tho numbcr RF-152: 
letter is rather a report from the Ministry of National nation of the 


It is on Pare 23 of the French version and Pare 15 of the German 


MU 
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; PRESIDENT: ‘hy don't you 


MIVA т 


Me DEBENEST: I am allowing tho 


DEBE] M 


115 L5 2. 


Have you found it on Pare 16? 


made to make tho University of Leyden a national socialist 
intina national socialist professorse 


rosult of thc firm attitude 


PRE Ao SII JET IT Н 


NROTNUDAM. 
LO DAN Lu Д S 


mm туутта TI 
lins Елга Li 


түттү пт 
tle J DNs S 


: I čič not ask what document it 


PRES IDE түт 
CALS - 


PNTA M.a 


JEDENEST: indicated to the Tribunal that it was a report 
Netherlancse 


ppointec by tho 


| certain 


casuro in whi ssibl І mirht acd that toda; 


čo cuments which aro emanatine from the “utch rovornmonte 


3 of tho French text, six lincs from the bottom of 





UA 
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Williams 


TEE PRESIDENT: Yese 

M. DEPENEST: "Attempts were mie t^ make the Univers. ty of Leyden a 
rationel socialist university by appointins national socia ist professors. 
however, those attempts failed as « result of the firm att/tu^e taken by 
Шо profess rs ani by tho stulortse Tho professors oven presontol their 
collective rcsicnation in the month of May, 1942, ani as ticro was no renetior 
to it, they presented it а socond sinc, and in tho month of Soptomber, at 


л 


Lcycon University." 


4 HE PI TES IDENT ry 8 V еў і S Ü Cl CNC h К: a H reac che h 16 ne n t 7 
ur cl э zl : ў / 9 


ftm. 2 0 
This is Leyten University that y 1 
Jen University that you aro srenkin; about, is it not? 
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M. DEBENEST: Yes, Mre President, Laycen Universitye 


^s I understood it that therc has been a questi 


Socialist school in ley?ene That ne hac not put this project 


On the other hano, it appears from this docunent that it was nc 
int it was a result cf an application by the teachers. That 
what I wanted to bring cute 


VITNESS: May I comment cn that? 


JE NPAT 
a DENEST $ + 


Certainlye 

An attempt to make Leycon a National Socialis 
only in this document. І repe^t шу ssertion that upc 
University, it was found that only three professors were Notional Socialists. 
This did not mean, by any means, that the University was National Socialistic, 

document shovs clearly what my attitude nose did nothing at all 
against the gesture of resignation of the їг 

unanswere That arrest occurred 
otherwise suspected, and these Professors, were 


to Michelgestell, that's this transit camp in which tne members played 


Tren that was a coincidence? 
say thrte after the second attempt, we 
Did you not take measures to oblire the students tn take part їп 


^" 


A I believe that as long as they were studying, i had j od express 
orders for exemption of all students, Technical students we siven exemption 
and University students who were actually studying were not in the labor come 
mitment eit here 

shall give you briefly an account cf Faragraph 2, of your 
rerulatione It is the regulation of 11, March 1913, Noe 27. "Each student 
who, Æter the putting into effect cf the present regulation and who, under 
the conditions of Faragraph 1, have suceessfully passed the final examination, 
or 2 similar test, are compelléd to take work for a determined period unter 


ho labor ecrmitment a" 11463 
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Is that your ordnance? 
Woes it say labor service? 


I haven't got the German version in front of теь It is regulation 


Or?nance 27. Мау I ask what paragraph it is? 
Second parazraphe 
That is corrects It says, "Stucents who have taxen ће final examin: 


1 


tion, that is, who are nc longer studying but are finished, and members of 
tho same age groups shall be drafted for labor commitments, and those exempte 
by me now have to make up for this labor 


But they were still nct intcrforca with or interruptode 


Thorefore, з students vcrc able, freely, to continue their 


! 1 ea 
don t recall any obstacles. 


Goods Will you please lock at the following decree, that is, Noe 2t 
which is a decree of Secretary General Van Damm. This decree i poses upon the 
students the fumishing of a declaration of loyalty. 

Yes, that's correcte 

What were the consequences? 

The consequences were not understandable for mee The Universities 
were, ^t that time, the seat of netivities, I demanded that 
this declaration be given by the university students, which in effect was tha 
they uphold the laws ine ffect in thsoccupied Netherland territories, that 
they would avoid any actions against the German Reich, the Wehrmacht, and of 
the Netherlands authorities, and th-t they would not interfere with public 
order at the Universitys 

I cannot understand why a University student cannot inake such 
mente Those who did make it were able to continue their studies without any 
interruption. But the Duthh professors, by way of sabotage, refused to give 
them any instructionse 

Well, then, those who did not subscribe to this declaration, what 

ened to then? 

They were no longer University students, and if they fell into the 
aze groups which had been drafted for labor commitments by me, they were 


draftede 11464 
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А Did you net make applicable to the University student theFuchrer 
principle? 
А I do not believe so Strictly as in the community^drinistrations. 
But I geve the director of the University greater power because I demanded 
greater responsibility from him, 

Very well then, А certain National Socialist Propaganda, was there 
not such a thing in the Universitios? 

I believe that could not be entirely provene 

In particular districts, the students had to visit certain с xhibiti 
and report to lectures organized by the Party. 

I don't know, butit is possi ble, 

In short, you interfered in the administrative domain in the realm 
of teaching and you also interfered so that the cultural life of people of 
the Netherlands was hindered? 

Yes, but the extent which I expressed yesterdays 

You dic, in fact, create various professional syndicates, is that 


not true? 


You allered that tthe acceptance into trade syndicates could not be 
obligatory and that you never impcsed payment of dues? 

That is nct correct, Belonging to the trade cho»ibers, I issued an 
ordor that the head of thc chambers call upon the members to pay their CUcSe 
I refused to c nelude, from the failure to pey cues, that ^ person was no 
longer a member of the Chamber, ^ nc conscquently, of this trade, or to collec: 
the dues by way of court actions 

However, do you not rcca!l the difficultios which arose in this 
nanncr with themedical professicn? 

I was thinking of the mddical Chamber, Certain circles demanded 
that the members who did not pay their dues would be prohibited from carrying 
out their profession, or at least, tho dues should be collected through court 
pressuree І told these gentlemen, as it was not possible to convince the 
members, not to assert any force, 

What were these circles? 


Ferhaps you can tell me, then we will save more timo, 
11465 
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Vas it not the NSB for instance? 
Invhat connoction? 
Always talking of == Wasn't it ycurself who said that certain cir- 


cles had demanded the peynent of contributions? І am asking, what circles? 


LCD 


Do you mean that co-workers of mine urged me to insist on payment? 


І am not quito clear wbout the poiut of the gucsticn, 
lam; asking you to say exactly what you mcan by circlos, 


rou yourself, who used circles unless it is a mi tras ation. 
0 э 3 


М. Dobensst, the Tribunal thinks real 7, that you 


~ P 


те spending tos much tine on those smal subj We have spent the whole 


© V 


afternoon on these various measures which the defendant introduced in the 


Netherlanise We spoke alre^dy of nis own acm 
(f actminis tration in the Netherlands, 
— 
SN 
not also take part in tho persecution of the church 
know whbther the measure uld be ca . "persecution of 
the church", but I took measures concerning tho churchos, 


What measures in particular? whet me 


I believe that the most sericus, in your eyes, would be the con- 


c 1 


S Netherlands Cloisters. Опе of them was turned into а 
church building и: 
zgod yesterday, 
tion camps? Is that corrcct? 


I did nct unverstand 


cage eA e neh 
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I cid nct understand the question. 


I do not understand.  rlease speak more slcwly. 
You said yesterday that a priest cr priests had the right to visit 
a concentration campe Is that right? 

A No, І did not say that. І saidonly that in the Jewish cam. at 
Westerborg there were Catholic and Irotestant Jews, whc were visited on Sundays 
by a clergyman from cutside, I do not believe that at the concentraticn 
camps under the German Police clergymen were allowed t visit. 

Just one question as regards the press. Lid the press attain a 
certain--I repeat, a certaine-li^erty Curing the time of the occupation? 

A From my point cf view, much to. little, The cress was under fairly 
strict control of the tropazanda Ministry. Тһе edit rs were em-loyed on the 
basis of judgment by the Netherlands rropazanda Ministry. I believe that it 
is a matter of course for an occupying ,ower that for such an important 
instrument one takes only people who have a certain positive attitude. I would 
have wished that these men eculd have been riven much y freedom of 
and I believe that I can say that sc far as I exerted any influence, this was 
done, ^ut the Reichs Commissioner in the Netherlands was nct almichty, 

Were there no reprisal measures taken acainst a certain newspaper? 
TEE +RESIDENT: We might get on a little bit more quickly, There 


is a very long ; 


pause between the question and the answer. 

THE WITNESS: І must first recall the circumstances, І do not 
know these questions, They cover a period of five years. I must think over 
carefully what actually happened in individual cases, For example, I can say 
Nc, but immediately I am sure that the ans Vi Z. For example. re;risals- 
І know that once in the Hague the office of a newspaper was blcwn upe That 
Was a measure institute? hv the Security rolice, Thot was the seat of an 
illegal propaganda group, 

BY М. DEBENEST: 

You s,oke yesterday of the sterilization of the Jews in Holland, 
Who wasthe initiator of this measure? 

If you say by way vf introduction--I believe that I can answer the 
question correctly, The Security rolice told me that a number of Jews had 


themselves sterilized by Jewish doctors and that thereupon these Jews were 
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relieved of all limitations and of the wearing of the Jewish Star, These were 
not Jews vho otherwise would have been evaeuated, but they were tc remain in 
Holland, but under restrictions, 

I asked the Hizher SS and iolice "eader to invesitzate tho matter. He 
informec me that this was a very sericus operation in the case of women, and 
thereupon I asked the Hizher SS and iolice Chief, at least in the case of 
women, to forbid this action. Then the Christian churches protested to me, 
Ia l assume you have the letter in your files. 
І cescribed the state of affairs. I pointed cut expressly that nc compylsion 
would ^e exerted here, Shortly thereafter this acticn was finished. As I 
heard, the Christian churches informed the “ews, and when they were sure that 
no compulsion would be exerted cn them, they no lcnger submitted themselves 
tc this operation, I myself zave back their property to the Jews in question, 
and the matter was ended, althouch I must Say today that the further away one 
is from this perioc of time, the less understandable it is. 

But was it you who had the idea of this sterilization? 
Nc, the matter was reported tc me by the Security rolice, 

Р Very well, I shall cause to be handed to you document 3591-15, 
which І shall submit under Number RF1526, It is an affidavit of Hilóocard Éun, & 
an agent of the RSHae Third raracraph: 

"I remember that either in this report cr in another re; ort he 
su; ested that all Jews who were authorized to rem ain in Н lland should be 
sterilized," 

It is nct a question of the -olice service there, 

This invelves the correctness of the memcry of a stenocra;her, 

In the third point, moreover, she does not even assert that the 


paragraph (2) 


P 


report in the third ,aracraph is the une that she menticns in 
and which she ascribes to me, It is cut of the question that she saw any repo 
from me wherein I made such a succesticn. The ca se was reported to me as a 
fact by the Security “olice, as a fact which had al ready come about or which 
was in progresse 

So you contend that it wes not you but the police. In any case you 


B 


tolerated it? 
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A as far as the male Jews were concerned, І tolerated it for a time; 


that is true, It was made clear to me that no direct compulsion was 
exerted on these Jews, no threat of their disadvantae. 


THE IRESIDENT: We might adjou rn for ten rinutes, 
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BY M, DEBENEST: 


Defendant, are you still pretendin that you forced nobody to го and 
Work in Germany? 

On the contrary, I believe I compelled 250,000 Netherlands Dutch 
becple to work in Germany, and I testified to that yesterday. 

rerfect, I will therefore passs on tc another Subject, 

Didn't you algo introduce certain le:islativc clauses as far as 
naticnalization Was concerned? 


A You mean the Netherlands people? 


à “id you take vert in the arrest, internin » and in the Seportation 
tc concentration Camps in Germany of Dutch citizens? To what extent did you 
participate in this, and h w did you participate in it? 

A I should like te briefly ex.loin the matter of citizenshi; 
Staatsbuer erschaft, 

Ce»toinly, 
uite a few Dutch reported and volunteered f r the Waffe 
Was the intention f the Fuchrer to give them German citizenshi;, 
with that they would have lost their 2utch citizenshi., anc. that was 
they certainly cid n t want t happen.  Theref re, I issued a ecree 
when the acquisition of German citizcnshi; was takin: place, the Dutch citizen. 


not lost for a year, durin: which tine the person involved could 
Should serve + Clarify the purpose and the bject of this decree of 


again the question wn ich I put to you 


few minutes 3&0» Did you take “art in arrestin s internin 9 an! deportins to 


Concentration camps Dutch citizen: and under vhat e nciticns? 

The lelivery anc the kee in: of any one person in a concentration 
cam, was exclusively 4 matter for the -olice. I do not recall a sin 1e 
instance in which I induced the police to but any Dutchmen into a German 
Concentration cami, Ө, it may have happened that I eve the German 


iolice the task of taking Dutchmen to Herzocenb Sch. especially at the time 


ill, 70 
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when the Netherlands courts were very lenient w ith people dealt on the 
At that time I cemanded 

their internment in a concentraticn camp for two or three months! curaticne 

However, if you have specific cases in mind, please mention them and you 
may be assured that I will tell you everythin: exactly as it is in my memory. 

" No, no; ycur answer is sufficient. 

Dic you ever participate in the seizure of hostaves and in their exccnti ong 

A I stated yesterday that I recall only cne actual hostage с Sty 
took place in the year 1942. Аз to that occasi n I actually testified to ny 
participation. The so-called shooting of h.st ©, e-innin: with July of 1911, 
was not actually a shooting of hostaves, "t it s-s rather an execution which 
had been transferred to the polico on tL. vasis cf а Fuehrer cecreo, 

I myself never gave the coman or any single shootin:, But I would 
like to repeat: If, for instance, I called the attention of the police to 
the fact that in any certain locality of the Netherlands an illegal resistance 
movement was risin- rapidly, and gave the police instructions tc check апа 
investigate the case, it was perfectly obvious to me thut the leacers of the 
resistance movoment could be arrested by the ,clice an2, he basis of the 
Fuehrer decree, these people would be shot. 


I must repeat that I hac to meet my responsibility, 


IN 
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even in a difficult sitwtion, 


legally guilty end not mo 


would have -- 


tribunel or a court. 
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soon 
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Yos, ir, Prosil.nt, this document has beon translated into 


THE PRESIDENT: And you havn't got a German edition of it? lji 


German, Í have ha? it translated into Gurman. 
lir. Debenest, this appears to be a document which is in 
General Christiansen, who gave the evidence, wis a German, was he not? 
No, lir, Presivent, tho ono which is submitted as an criginol 
is in Dutch. 
THE PRESIDEN The original is in Dutch, is it? 
M. DSBENZSTs: Th iginal is in Dutch, Well, at loast according to the in- 


formation that ^ have, Yes, tho original is in the Dutch language, 
And what was tho affidavit givon in, what proceoding? 
In Yutch, with interpreters, 
I mean what proceeding, before what court? 
Se before a military Dutch Tribunal. Yes, before a 


military Dutch Tribunal, 


way it please the Tribunal -= 


M. DUBOST: This document: is an excerpt from criminal proceedings which were 
arriod out against Gencral Christiansen upon the request of tho Dutch Yovern- 
ment, and the iinistor of Justice of tho Wotho lands has lot us have an extract 
of the report which was ta in tho lithorlan?s under regular conditions during 


p 


hat 


ist General Christiansen in + 
2 Dutch language. 


‘idavit is in Dutch. Now General 


is a German, 
in Dutch? "hy isn't the German 
You see, wo have a certificate hero fro. a Colonel, who is said to 
'ovornmont of the Netherlands, that this document is a true copy 
hristianson!s evidence, Well, the document which we have here is in 
Dutch, and if General Christiansen gave his evidence in German, then it con't bo 
a true copy and it is subject to tho ranslation in Dutch. ihat do you say to tha 
Ihe deposition made by General Christiansen was received through 
an interpreter in conformity with the Dutch proccedings and was transcribed in 


Dutch, It is not possible for a Duteh Tribunal to receive minutes in a forcign 
11471 
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languages These are established in the Dutch language« 


THE PRESIL. "T: ее, 

DR. STEINBAUER: Mre President, may I just say a few words in this 
connection, please? I know, for 1 am connected with the defense counsel for 
General Christiansen, that there was a court martial proceeding on the part 
of the “nelish instituted against him. І have mis givings about his document, 
since it is not confirmed, and we can not judre whether the interpreter who 
interpreted from German into Dutch was a suitable and adequate interpreter; 
and also, since in this manner Î do not have the opportunity, as a defense 
counsel, to take Goneral Christiansen into cross examination and hear him that 
Waye It seems to mc th-t through the mere submission of this document, the 
rights of the defense have 

M. DEBENEST: Mr. President, I have just boon informed thot General 
V 

hristiansen is right now in detention at Arnhem and ho is imprisoned by the 
Dutch authorities. 

THE PRESIDENT: Jel M Vebenest, the Tribunal will admit the document 
if you got a certificate from the court who tried Gencral Christiansen. But 
the only certificate you havo at present that this is a true copy is froma 
Coloncl von -- some namo that I can't »ronounce. There is nothing tc show, 
execpt his statoment, that he is on official on behalf of the Yutch povern- 
monte «e don't know who 

Cortcinly, Mr. President, but at the beginning of my 


explanation I did offer the Tribunal to submit the original lator one 
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THE PRESIDENT: ‘ell, you will submit an Original later on, 

M. DEBENEST: He is the accredited representative of the Dutch Govern- 
ment with the French delegations 

DR. STEINBAUER: Vr, President, may I make a very brief remark, I 
only a French translation in front of me which reads as follows: 

"Christiansen is not here as a witness, but rather as a defendant, 
he was interrogated as such, and he is not obligated toll the truth. 
say whatever he ploases, and he is not responsible for what ho says." 

For that reason alone, I ee 

THE PRESIDENT (Interposing): Dre Steinbauer, tho reason why the Tribunal 
si prepared to admit the document, when they are certain that they have got 
the document, i: that Article 2l provides that reports, including the acts and 
documents of the committses set up in the various allied countries for the 
investigation of war crimes and the reports and findings of military or other 
tribunals of any of tho United Nations, shall be taken judicial notice of. It 
is for that reason that the document is, in the opinion of the Tribunal, 
admissible when the authentic document is beforc it. 

Now, you undertake then to produce a properly certified copy of the 
documente 

M. DEBENFST: Certainly, Mr. President. 

case comment om this document? 

М. DEBENEST: .lill you kindly wnit until I read to you tho passage which 
I wish to submit to youe 
BY M. DEBENEST: 

It is on page 4 of tho French text, tho first paragraph before the ens 

of the first s tement, the second paragraph of the parce 

"I think that I can recall that already upon that occasion Scyss-Inquart 

hostages would be shot. I didn't know anybody amongst these 

hostagese I did not select these five men, and I had nothing whatsoever to do 
with thcir execution. It was a case of a purely political nature with which 
I had to do in my capacity of Wehrmachts Befehlshaber or Commander of thc 


masa 
Armye 
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Now you may kindly give us your attitude if you choose to do so. 


^ 


dle 


as а defendant, not a witness, completely coincides with the picture that I 


Болле» In the beginning of this record, General Christiansen says Ficld 


Marshal Runstedt and the OK! gave him the order through his chief to take the 


hostages, and ho says further that throuch his legal department hc had 


issued 


a proclamation that the hostarcs would be responsible with thoir lives if 


f acts should take placee He says that tho: did take place 
І y y K , 


and the Commandor-in-Chicf West turned to OKW and received the answer that 
the hostages were to bo tako 


SALON ө 


Then, he further relates thit] advised me of this order, that the old 


applying to hostages would be sustained, and therefore I said thet 


is what l havo said, for Í have also said 25 wore to have been 


killed and I negotinted for the lives of the rem 


2 
ILA 


The report, theroforc, is fundamentally correct and agrees with what I 


But in this document no mention is made of fe aro only 
dealing with tho fact hore that it was you who chose these five hostages. 
Please take the statement of the 6th of March 
1946. General C 
t 


"I now remomber that my adjutant, Colonel Kluter, 


eclaress: 


so took part in this. 


There must have beon, horoforc, seven of them. I therefore transmitted the 


order that the hostages would be hold responsible and Soysselnguart said 


immediately that five mon were to be chosen. You are asking why it was as 
simple as all that. Certainly SeysseInquart did have powers for this." 


you, indeed, who appointed these hostogose 


i э Utt 


repetition of these words does not chanre tho tfact at all. It 
es not chanre the fact that hostages were demanded, os tho witnesses will 
ifirm to you tomorrow, and thet I intervened so that only five were demanded, 


and the entire matter was n matter of the Hirher SS nnd Wehrmacht leaders, 
Ав Reich Commissar I reservod tho right for myself to lower the number 
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hostaccs and the final figure w 
ehrmacht leader, 

THE PRESIDENT: M bo t 
at the bottorie 


affidavit, page 4 
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crave matter. The carrying out of this order was to be taken over by him. I 
declared yesterday that I could not contradict him, and the exccutions actuall; 
were carried out, 
was this head of the police? 
Schoenrarte 
do you think about Dr. Schoenzart? 

I believe that Dr. Schoengart was not a man who was especially harsh, 
and I do not believe that he was especially enthusiastic about this matter. 
I believe that he was very much displeased nnd uncomfortable about this case. 

But was he 

hile he wa ffi I had complete fidence in hime 
Very well. I Азај 180, І am going to have n document shown to you, 
cument F-879, which I submit under Noe RF-528, 
І wish to inform the Tribunal that once again this is a 
'cpy of proceedings which was received at Amsterdam by the Trials for War 
Criminals, and it also comes with an affidavit as in the preceding conse. Here 
again, if the Tribunal wishes it shall submit the original to the Tribunal 
later 
you will submit the original as bofore« 
President. 
mebody in the government. 
DEBENESTs ro М Presidente 


DERENNPOM, 
Л Ludi L 8 


ill you kindly look ^t Dr. Schoengart's statement on pare 5 of the 


1 


French dooument, It is tho third doolaration, the fifth paragraphe 


ШШШ 
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what Dr, Schoongert says: 
ion, I personaly wont to sco Dr, Soyss-Incuort, who 


Comnaissar in Holland, and with whom I discussed the mattor. 


Scyss-Inquart then gave no tho order to take increased noasuros of reprisal by 


executing 200 prisoners who wore condaancd to death, on the place where tho 
notaipt nad been made. 
"This oxocution was aimed tt intimidating the population. It was 


nnouneod by a public no о that a largo number of persons would be executed 


boczuso of this ^b! 


ps 


event, it is confir 


Y 


of Dutehncn who, as this i says, had been | d It 


ъъ in linc mor dcerco, those who participotod in sone sort 
© or other matter which would cause them t с Srot. That is tno 
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first and most imporu'nt poln ino Qquosuloi s whoth.r thc fi euro of 200 we 
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an order liko that to ', Sehoonga for ho wa ot subordin-to. 
rate, noverthcless, I did 
CO OGL, ane AX uro O 


cnet A hocr spout la 


RAT REAL ane 
DY Dr. oCcnocnfg^r' Ue 


You did not say "severe no^surcs!; 


increased 


opri sain, 


The severc measures which were to be taken would, of course, serve tc 


підго. But we were not 


wos not tho question. 
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Vory woll. But it 


It dcals with measurcs of reprisal following the 


which were to be carricd through 


who would have boca executed in 


were coneerned with 


Will you kindly ropoat the 


trens lation, 


І will be glad to 


men who would have been shot 


Fland lh ne ^ 2 е 1 e, ч ~ sa de zm 
that they had Miro Gy been sonto: 


ICCU 


THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) 


You have said it already. 


socms to mo thet this docuront i 


my event; 
people who had been condemned 


xplenation, 


I already 


bm 1 


S t is oxtronoly 


the attempt against 


in such a way that Dutchmen were 


for he confirms here 
to death, 
I did 


not get the 


1 tho shooting of 


tb, tor io says spccifically here 


ind it says in tho next 


wrote it dorm five minutos 


The document spo 


TATS P Sr 


EBINEST: Vor well, Mr. 


You stated yesterday os well that 


2800. 


hostage camp of idcholg و‎ 


That is unknown to 


Nevurthcloss, you yestord: 


(No response) 


Or arc you still protondiag that none 


THE FRi3I DENT: WLLL tho dofondent 


It does not come through tho sound 


wanted to 


on one occasion such a case did occur, but at 


Will you kindly repeat that? 


I wentod to say only that 


na 


Nevertheless, you o not denying that 


shot, or night have been shot therc? 


ans 
sa 


only that I 


any ro 


I did not heor у 


І do not rocoll such a 
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President. 


hostage had been shot at the 


y, did you not? 


had been shot at that tire? 


wer, please? Don't just nod 


Sy stoi 


do not recall it; that 


‘te, I do not recall, 


your answer, 


с2.5< 


Ce 


hostages could have been 
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There might have been other reasons I dd not recall such a 


But I do not recall a Single case liko that, 


THE PRESIDENT: We aro gott , two voices оп the one lino now, 
The hostages who wore oxocutod in this manner, wore they all people 
had been sonteneca to death? 
I do not know But I do not know whether m yono was shot at sil, 
in the casc of the oxocution of hostages at Rottardam, were not the 
hostages arrested just the aay before thoy were to bc exccuted, and exccutcd 
on the very next day? 
this docuront that 
І do not recall that 
hostages were taken fron this саар, But in this cas it would have been 
an actual hostage 
you whether hostages were taken fron the сотр 
of iicholgostcll. I am asking you whether when the hostages of Rotterdam werc 
exccuted they were not 


u 


Were oxocut.d, and 


not shot tho very noxt day. 
І will give you the nano lisybe you will ronaabor 


S8chiimiacl—Pennir. 


Baron Schijiacl-Ponnig, as for as I reenll, came from Scolsnd. 


therefore do net know under what conditions he was arrested, and 


"fon oeninucl-ronnig was “ong those five 
> were shot, 

You therefore do acuit that those nurrous oxocutions of hostages 
which followed the Su.ir.ry justice courts in thc Netherlands originated from 
you, did they not? 

No, That is cortrinly not tho caso. For these shootings, from tho 
middle of 1944 onward, gonnot be traced tc my directives and ny sunmry justice 


courts, but rather to a dircct dcerco of the Fuchrer, 
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You thoroforo cloin thet thoro was not a single e^sc of oxocution 
result of your order of tho lst of ly, 1943? 

tho execution did not come about on the basis of summry courts 
which I had instituted, although in violstion of these decrees, it is possible 
the Higher SS and Police Leader usod these docroes as tho basis 

Q But you aro still contending that you had no powcr 
this chicf of police? 

I did not have the power ОЙГОО "brin that wo 
worked in a с1оѕо relationship and 

G He therefore consulted you on 711 tho reprisrl measures which were 
to be tokon? 
A No. How do you sean thet? In what way? 

All the reprisal measures which were decided upon, or which were 

by hin, were they not onnounecd with your full ogroosono? 

d, Tho roprisal measures and his announcements мого ido in nis Comin, 
In any cases, I frequently did not know about these announcoments until 
afterwards, There was no directive which I gave for these measures. 
again and again refer to tho fact that this was a carrying through of a 
Fuhrer decree to the polico, 

Very wall, Did you bcliovo in these measures of reprisol? Did 
you bolicvo in them? 

It was tekon for granted that as fer as sabotoge ond other acts 
cormitted by the resistance movaient were concerned, stops had to be taken, 
and there was no other possibility for tcking stops oxcopt the arrcst by tho 
police, by judgucnt on tho part of the Higher SS Loadors, and shootings on the 
part of the polico. I could not contradict these measures; I could not 
oppose then. You might interpret that as ^n agrecmnant. I would have prefer 
it if they had given the correct and just judgment, 

Yes, cortainly. 

I am going to have you shown the document F-860, which is o lotter which 
I om submitting under No, RF 1529. This is a lottor coming from you dated th 


of November, 1942, ard addressed to Dr. Lammers, I will pass over the 
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li, DEBINEST: І om sorry. I forgot to tcll tho Tribunal that the 
originals ero not hero; they are just photostatic copios. But I have in my 
possession an affidavit vhich I will submit to tho Tribunal, 


FRESIDENT: It is all right, li, Debonest. ‘You neod not bother 


affidavit. Jo have the photostatic copy. 
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I will раза ovor tho first two pagos of tho French copy, and 
will pass on to tho end paragraphe Sccond subject, "tho confisca- 
tion of raw matorial took placo in conformity with a lottor of tho 
Reichsfuchror SS. I bclicve that I have conformed mysolf to all 
tho wishos which ^ro contained in it, only I did not liko to point 
out, ns President of the Tribunal that tho ^ppointmont of tho 
Suprome Head of tho SS and of tho Polico would signify, from tho 
point of viow of tho Dutch, a curtailment of thc authority of the 
Reich Cormissionor which would have a particular meaning bocenuso 
of tho fact that the Reich Commissioncr is “ppointed to guard 
the interests of tho Roich, by ordor of tho Fuchror. But I havo 
mysolf, transmitted to the SS Нола and Police Fuohror all four 
ports which an administrator noods. I belicvo that this National 
Law and Police must bo ^ usoful instrumont та to 4 certain oxtont 
an cxomplo for ^11 furthor regul tions," 

You did, thoroforo, havo authority over tho hoad of tho Polico? 

AeIn this caso, I had the nuthority over the Polico Standgoricht 
for a Military Tribund , but not ovo» tho hond of tho Police, 


The honds of thc Polico voro not undor mnc. I could not give oxocu- 


tivo ordors to tho Police. Лутту his military law existed for 


about two weeks. 
QeBut what is novortholoss cortnin, that wo here find spocial 
Tribun^ls ond tmt rou entrusted thom to tho йола of tho Polico, 
seYos, that is correct, but only in the exso of Military Tribu- 
nals in tho casco of cmercency, and what tho polico courts did at 
that timo was taken over ns my rosponsibility, 
That was ^ result of tho sonor] strike in 
960011, vo quito ^groo thon. You did ontrust these omorgoney 
Tribunals to tho Police, 
Vory woll, I will now have you shown documont 3430-PS, This 
document is the collection of r11 tho speeches which you mado duri 


the occupntion of tho Nothorlandse 
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THE PRESIDENT: М. Dobdnost, is thant tho only roforonco you 
aro making to this document No, 860. 

M. DEBENEST: 860 ? 

THE PRESIDENT: I ask you, is that tho only reference you am 

to mko to this document ? 

Yos, Mr. President, I ^m only concerned with 

second p^ Tho first prt concerns tho 

THS PRESIDEN Don't you think it 
burden on tho trc ition dep. on The 

M. DEBENE ire Prosidont, I quito Agree 
intondod to usc this document for tho polico organizationr, and 
I will thon take tho first port. But, I didn't think 


sary to do so right now bcenuso I wished to oconomizo the 


I only monn this, 


small part of the cdocumont, it docs not sccm neccss ry to 


ho translation dopartmont, who hove ^ vory gro^t deal of wor 
tronsiate 18 
nany more than 


boen майс, But 


M. DEBENEST: 1, Mr. Prosidont, but if 
morc, it is only bocunso the Tribun 
dot^ils which tho Tribunal dia not th 


THE PRESIDENT: You hve ps 


eA cu 
wie 


DEBENEST Cort^inly not, 


4 ` T1 p 
PRESIDENT: Go on, MyWwIye 


Vory woll, wo will now pass to anothor subjccte 
Thon you arrived in Holland, didn't thit country 
oxtromoly inportant stocks of food stuffs and of raw 
Yos, supplics voro on hande 
"cro important requisitions mado during the first yo^rs of 


occupation ? 





NW ар «s. ШИШ 


Ae I did not quito follow th^t ? 

Qe Requisitions ? important roquisitions. Worcn't thoy carriod 
out during tho first Jo^rs of tho occupation ? 

Ae Yos, recording to ^ docroo given by tho Four Vonr Plan, all 
supplics wore rom isitionod and thoy voro to bo storod for n^ porio 
of 6 months vith tho obligation on л p^rt of thc Roich, but 411 

furthor noods vcro to bo roplacod and brought in, 

You thoroforoc protcndod that these stocks woro 
for tho Dutch population ? 


N^turnlly, 


Cortairl.. ? Very voll. 1111 you tako the documont rhich I 


shown to you this morning, 997-PS, КОБО 9 and 10, 
Will you please give mo tho number of tho document ? 
997-PS, 
Do I have tho čo cumont before mo ? 
of the Froneh text and pago ll of tho Gorman. You 
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"the stocks of raw materials have been collecto? with the egrusment 


of the Gonoral Fielémarshal, and have bean distributed in such manner that 


& quota sufficient for 6 mnths only will be left over fcr the Dutch people. 
This distribution is carried out in the same way as in the Reich. The same 
principles of equal treatment are also applied for the future supplies, 
Important stocks of raw materials have been guaranteed for the Reich, such 
as, for example, 70,000 tons of industrial fats which raprssent about one 
half of the qute. which the Reich needs." 

A І boliovo that ccoinciiess with the picture that I have just črawn 
for you. 

Q But I thcught ycu said thet the stocks мого kopt for tho čisposal 
of tho Dutch pacple an? not for tha Reich? 

A Y^, thore is a mistake. I said that tho suppliss мого left for 
only 6 months čuraticn, and that in tho futuro, the further demands were 
to be supplied in the same way as in the Reich. But primarily those stocks 
were confiscated for the Reich. 

Q Very wall, the trenslation didn't come through, You received 
numerous complaints about these roquests, didn't you? 

A Yos; 

Q And what measures dic ycu 

A The gontlemen who wore with mo, anc t t ənəral Secretary 
Hirschfolà and the other secrətəriəs, their attontion was cello to tno fact 
thet thers was a strict diroctivo omanating fron the Four Yoer Plan.  Porhaps 
in somo cases cf transmitting, the compliance to the Four Yeer Plan after 
taking away the storks, seemed altc gothor oppressive to me. 

Q In addition to these raguosts, wore thoro mass purchases which 
wara carriod cut for the Reich? 

A I don't understand you. What wore you talking about? 


Q In addi tin Ф . . о е 


Shall we adjourn now? Will you bo much longe: 
MW. Dobonost? 
M. DEBENEST: Mr. President, everything will depend upon the 
longth of tho answers which the Defendent will make, but I think that in $ 
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hour or 2/4 of an hour tomorrow morning I will be finishet, 


THE PRESIDENT: Very well, thon we will aijcurn. 


(The Tribunal acjourned until 1000 hours, 22 Juno 1946.4 





